Inventor Checklist: Material Information
You, the inventor(s), and the patent attorneys who file and prosecute a patent application on your behalf have a duty to disclose all known information that is material to the patentability of your invention.  Furthermore, the duty to disclose persists until the application issues as a patent.  Failure to satisfy the duty of disclosure may render a patent unenforceable.
Known information means information of which you are personally aware at the present time.  It does not imply a duty to proactively perform a search for information of which you are not personally aware at this time (e.g., don’t perform online searches).  Always talk with you patent attorney prior to performing any searches.

Material information may include any information that is related to the patentability of your invention and/or is inconsistent with any statements made in communications with the United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) throughout prosecution of your patent application.  Material information may include information that is related to all or just a portion of your invention.  Material information may include patents, applications, products, statements made by you or others concerning related technology, various documents (e.g., published articles or papers, presentations, brochures, etc.), and even one’s knowledge of the relevant technology.  For example, material information may include any information that:
1. Is related to the subject matter of your invention.

2. Is in the same general technology as your invention.

3. Solves the same or similar problem as your invention.

4. Has a similar algorithm, implementation, or operations within the same or an analogous art as your invention.
5. Defines a standard used by or in your invention.

6. Describes a basis for your invention (i.e., your invention is an improvement or enhancement of something).

As you can see, material information may encompass much more than information that is merely similar to or sounds like your invention.  Therefore, please carefully read the questions below to determine if you know of any information related to your invention or that may be inconsistent with statements made in communications with the USPTO.  If you answer “YES” to any of the questions below (prior to filing, or at anytime during pendency of the application), promptly notify your patent attorney.  If you have any questions about whether information is related to your invention, promptly discuss it with your patent attorney.
I.
Patents and Applications

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Are any patents and applications for which you are an inventor related to your invention?
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Are you aware of any other patents or applications (here or abroad, by Intel or others) that are related to your invention?  This may include people within your or other business units, as well as other companies.
II.
Other Documents

A.
Publications and presentations: examples include IEEE publications, invention disclosures that are published, white papers, presentations, PowerPoint slides, or public displays at seminars such as Intel Developer’s Forum.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Have you authored any publications or presentations (here or abroad, by Intel or others) related to your invention?

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Do you plan to author any publications or make any presentations (here or abroad) related to your invention before or after the current application is filed?
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Are you aware of anyone else who has authored, or who plans to author, any publications or make any presentations (here or abroad) related to your invention before the current application is filed?

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Are you aware of any other publications or presentations (here or abroad, by Intel or others) related to your invention? 

III.
Products/Processes
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Products: Are you aware of any past or current products manufactured by Intel or another company that are related to your invention?
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Processes:  Are you aware of any processes performed by Intel or another company that are related to your invention?
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Has a prototype of your invention or a test process of your invention been made/used?

IV.
Other Information
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Are you aware of any prior conception of ideas in the U.S. by others, including others at Intel, that are related to your invention?
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Are you aware of any public use in the U.S., of ideas related to your invention, by Intel or others?
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Are you aware of any sale or offer for sale in the U.S., of ideas related to your invention, by Intel or others?
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Are you aware of any public knowledge in the U.S. of ideas related to your invention? 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Are you aware of any statement in a published article, communication with any patent office (e.g., a response to an office action, U.S. or foreign), presentation, or other publicly accessible source that is inconsistent with statements made in communications with the USPTO in the subject application?
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Is there any other information of which you are aware, that is not listed above that may be relevant to your invention?
IF YOU ANSWER “YES” TO ANY OF THE QUESTIONS ABOVE, PLEASE LET YOUR PATENT ATTORNEY KNOW IMMEDIATELY.
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